jo                       The Rise of Russia in Asia

Russia's withdrawal from Korea was a direct consequence of her
nonobservance of the principle of cautious maneuvering which, at
least until the turn of the century, had been found to be obligatory
for her. Russian control over Korea collapsed like a house of cards.
There were, however, additional reasons why St. Petersburg did
not press in Seoul for the maintenance of Russian privileges. The
attention of the Russian Government v/as gradually shifting to
southern Manchuria; the acquisition of ports and areas now oc-
cupied the minds and labor or men in and around the Tsar's court.
As for Korea, there began to develop the ominous plan of conquest
of the nation by a Russian Army disguised as lumberjacks working
on concessions in that country. At the end of 1897, when Russian
influence in Korea was greatest, a Russian merchant, Brinner, pro-
posed to sell to the Imperial Government lumber concessions he
had obtained from the Korean authorities. Count Vorontsov and
Ivan Bezobrazov presented a memorandum to the Tsar advising
the purchase of the lumber concessions. The Tsar was impressed
by the contents of the report, which urged that Russia must achieve
a "completely free hand" in Korea. To this end an "advance troop
of 20,000 men" were to masquerade as lumberjacks and work for
a time on the more than 2,000 square miles of the concession. At the
propitious time these men would strike out into Korea. In May,
1899, the Russian Government acquired the lumber concessions
and another \vas acquired in 1901. In some high government cir-
cles this was considered a rather advantageous substitute for the
recalled military advisers.22

THE ROSSO-CHINESE ALLIANCE

The Rosso-Chinese alliance began to take shape in 1895. ^us~
sia, as China's helpful protector, found in French banks a part of
the millions China needed to pay her indemnity to Japan. Russia's
guarantee of the Joan was a prerequisite of its being granted. A
Russo-Chinese Bank was established. Soon afterward, Li Hung-
chang, statesman and virtual ruler of China, came to St. Petersburg
at the invitation of the Russian Government to represent his coun-
try at the coronation ceremonies for the new tsar. The purposes be-
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